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efore we get too far into what
became an epic journey, let me
introduce the two of us. We are a
couple from Greece. A motoring
journalist and a dance teacher.
We had a dream for many years
to travel the world without a
return ticket but we never had the
money, the time or the guts to
take that dream seriously. That pretty much made us, just
like everyone else that has a dream but never really makes
the sacrifce to follow it.
One day we said to each other, that’s it, we have to
do it and it has to be now or never. It was not simple to
make this wide ranging and rather ambitious dream come
true but 23 months later we were in a brand new, fully
sponsored Land Rover Discovery 3, departing to, well
departing to wherever we wanted pretty much. Our trip had
a name and an offcial site as well. Anyone that wanted to
know where we’re and what we were up to, could log onto:
theworldoffroad.com and we’d come up with a motto as
well, ‘Explore the earth in 800 days!” Off road, possibly...
We had planned from the start to cross Europe, get
to Africa and drive around the African continent for six
months. In the end, we spent almost ten months eventually
getting back to Greece for a break. That meant 41 border
crossings, 58,000km, 45,000 photos, 70 hours of video
Flming and more than 150 pages of travel stories published
in different magazines around the world. In 291 days, we
had not put a single scratch on the car or experienced a
tyre puncture. (That’s it Akis, you’re coming on tests with
us from now on with that kind of luck Mate. TN)
After that ten-month epic and a two-month break
back in Greece, we thought, now we are strong enough
to challenge Asia. So we hit the roads of Turkey, Iran
and Pakistan. Three very hospitable countries, which
was somewhat surprising for us given two of these
countries’ horrifc images and portrayal worldwide. Yes,




FAQ

Where do you service the car?

There are more than 1500 Land Rover
offcial workshops around the world.

So far we have serviced our Discovery in
Morocco, Senegal, Namibia, South Africa,
Tanzania, Pakistan, India, Malaysia

and Thailand.

How do you wash your clothes?

We give them to a laundry or wash them
by hand and dry them in the car. This is a
picture you’d rather not see!

What do you eat on the road?

Most evenings, Vula cooks. Our menu
includes pasta, noodles, rice, eggs,

fried vegetables, fruits and Greek salad
(tomatoes, olives, onions) with olive oil
is a must. In Asia, we cooked less, as the
local cuisine is great even at the cheapest
stalls. In Australia we discovered
barbecues and it was great!

We had a dream
for many years
to travel the
world without
areturn ticket
but we never
had the money,
the time or the
guts...

How do you know where you will camp
by night?

We don’t! We search on our guides and if
there is nothing, we try to fnd a shelter
anywhere. In Australia, anywhere means
where there is not a ‘no camping’ sign.
We have had no police arrests so far.

Do you carry a gun?
No. People are good and a smile is the
best protection from the few bad ones!

The worst moment of your trip?

Akis’ brother died in Greece when we
were in Kathmandu. In Sumatra our car
stalled completely.

The best moment?
Diffcult to say. Just take a look at the
pictures in this article!
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The baby chimps in Cameroun
were \Very welcoming
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The World O Road 75W solar panel by Conergy
provides 220V electricity

Position reporter. It through an auxiliary 45A
transmits automatically dry type battery and a
the real position of the S500W inverter.

” = ‘-L‘e‘*«\ car to a satellite so that
- ] ; e you can see where we

T\%"‘J % areontheweb.

Snorkel, protective
sliders and 10mm
sump shield.

Tyres used, Cooper
Discoverer STT
(245/70-17) in Africa
and BF Goodrich
245/75-17 in Asia.

Engine CPU is tuned by
Over nch-for better

torque at low revs. It
is combined with a TGI
air Iter.

Car interior: rear seats

WETE. T GUSEmTsas) Land Rover Discovery 3 TDV6 S, MY 2007, Tonga
safe boxes and a 55- green colour, provided by Land Rover Greece (KEDO
litre water tank  tted. S.A.) with manual gearbox, coil springs and 17-inch
wheels. Technical support by Roverland Gabletsas,
Athens, Greece.

Heavy-duty coil
springs by King
Springs and

custom made shock
absorbers by Jam
Sport of Greece.

_;)\1.

H

Bullbar with auxiliary
headlights.
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Thrane Explorer 300 E
Inmarsat satellite _
antenna, provides o
broadband (492kbps)
internet connection
wherever in the earth

(98 percent coverage).
Provided by Navarino
Telecom-Greece.

Motorola 9505A Iridium

phone. Use costs $1/
Roof-rack and minute to landline phones.
headlamp protectors.

Car graphics designed by
4Wheels magazine art
director and applied by
Dobby Design-Athens.
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Vula would like to work at William Creek
roadhouse - in another life maybe...

amous Oodnadatta tracks.
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It was incredible... 50km north of cosmopolitan Perth
there was nothing — nothing! — till Geraldton. It was an
endless stretch of tarmac with no cell phone or radio signal,
no fuel or food for every 400 to 500km, until the next town
or the next roadhouse. We were traveling for hours and our
dot seemed still on the map screen of our GPS. North of
Geraldton we diverted to Shark Bay and Monkey Mia until
we got back to the main road, we had 650km added on our
odometer. What a huge piece of land! On our route to Broome
we passed Carnarvon and Port Headland, of course, but the
best part was Karijini National Park. It was like a naturalistic
amusement park but so hot, mate! After we drove a bit on
the 80-mile beach, we arrived in Broome. We knew it was
the most interesting little town in WA but it seemed so -
depressingly empty that day. At noon you the only people was L
saw were at the Coles supermarket. In Broome we met an in Ge!
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The WorldO Road Pt6
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Vehicle: Land Rover Discovery3 TDV6
Crew: Akis Temperidis, Vula Netou
Days: 85 (69 driving)

Total distance: 16.412

Refuellings: 24

Litres: 1872

Lt/100 km.: 11,4
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Stockman’s Hall ef Fame at
Longreach (Queénsland) is
an eye opening experience
%g for anybody interested in

We saluted
the Indian
Ocean which
we had
followed

from
Capetown!

Australian celebrity, Mr. Malcolm Douglas, an adventurer and
cinematographer who runs a serious business with crocodiles.
Malcolm still makes adventure documentaries like the ones
that made him an Australian institution in the 60’s. Like a real
star, he was not really interested in meeting with us until we
told him we had travelled all the way from Greece to meet him.
Finally, he spent all day with us and he told us juicy stories
from his life in the Outback and delivered some crocs in front
of our eyes. We loved this guy!

From Broome we saluted the Indian Ocean which we had
followed from Capetown! And now what? Cross the Kimberley
and arrive to Darwin or cross the Tanami desert, the most
remote part of the country? As the going gets tough, the
tough get going, so — you guessed it — we were probably the
frst to tackle the muddy track at the southern-most part of
Kimberley (from Derby to Fitzroy crossing through Windjana




National Park) after the rain season, when state signs still
prohibited it. After an oil change at Halls Creek we entered

the Tanami and crossed it all the way to Alice Springs in two
days time. It was an epic driving in an arid environment where
we met only two cars and more than forty carcasses in the
middle of nowhere. On the way, we visited two Aboriginal
villages without a permit. It was worth the risk to see what
the Fip side of a model country looks like: Well, it looks like
delapidated houses, street fres with unemployed youngsters
surrounding an old man, rusty cars parked everywhere and
lost souls drinking beer all day. We tried to talk with some of
them but they were hostile with us. It was the frst time on our
trip we couldn’t establish communication with local people.
We don’t blame them. Aborigines have experienced the rudest
cultural shock and human rights violations than any other
tribe in history, by the advanced white man of course. Sorry
mates but truth is hard to digest...

Roadhouse Country

We were happy to arrive in Alice Springs safe and sound
with only some scratches on the tyres. We were confdent
to consume more of the Outback, and we were actually
addicted to the rusty color of the soil and the unique palette
of the sky before sunset. The roundtrip to Uluru via Finke
Gorge and Kings Canyon was a piece of cake. Back to Alice,
we were prepared psychologically for the Simpson Desert.
We followed the route to Finke, the same run by the famous
Finke Desert Race, along the Ghan, the old train rail that was
made by Afghan cameleers. At parts we were driving on the
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Discovery News

\We were in Sumatra when our engine broke
Malaysia, the TDV6 had only 102,000km an
this unexpected incident which was judged as

is a perfect opportu

or carry our car all the way from remote N
impressively reacted to our problem. One week after, a brand new
Malaysia. Three more weeks were needed to assemble everything
which was completely removed according to t
plow off with no warning? It was probably a domino e
with a broken turbo, from which tiny metal
in the oil pump. After the pump went off,
blown off. So, in Australia, we tested our new
AUD. Land Rover of Australia was very generous with us
door lock replaced under warranty. At Trive
axles were replaced as the crown had come loose and

free.
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orthern Sumatra back t

down completely. We had just replaced the turbo in
d was running perfectly, so we felt frustrated with
orldwide’ by Land Rover. Abreakdown |
a trip like ours. We needed eight days to pull e, =

o Kuala Lumpur. Land Rover =
TDV6 was shipped by air to b
back, including the car body k'
he LR technical requirements. Why did the engine
ffect. The engine had run for long time
st have entered the engine and stuck
er of hours to get the engine ‘dry’ and
TDV6, which should have cost us around 20,000
for as well. In Perth we got the driver’s
tta (Sydney) the rear diff and semi
we were provided a full service, always for
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Earillfel 4WD track, used for the rally, just for fun! For the
: r(]e;(fa(r):; ijsailsav(\j/ﬁ met only a handful of people, exclusively at
the famous Pink(:_iuosltjsseor\}v %gdnagatta and Birdsville tracks;
\ , iam Cre i
Tnally the famous Birdsville Hotel. In ifl?e,\(/)lﬂrsg;(:iry\zar:dl'
that the roadhouse is the absolute Australian institutiona _I§Ed
represent; the country better than anything else Remot’ I
bgt unbelievably organized! We couldn’t believe We couldef d
diesel, a mini market, restaurant, bar, pool, memorabilia .
an ATM, all in one and so far away from ar]1ything else \/’Veven
werlf vyondering how the families that run these place.s caen
'r:l? g it. W_e found Ol_,lt that_ their kids attend the school of the
. via radio pn a daily basis. Incredible Australia. You can
expecF anything from a country where cattle has been guid
by helicopters for the last 40 years... aued

We couldn’t believe we

could nddiesel, amini

market, restaurant, bar, pool

me_mo_rabili and even an ATM’
~all in one area, so far away

,‘f' . / -'_.

: .

oA




The World O Road Pt6

Shark Bay: The
westernmost
point of
Australia feels
like the end

of the world,
which is not

so far from
truth. Great for
camping, shing
ando road
driving.
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Back to the Real World

23 days after we had departed from Perth, we arrived to
Longreach, where our Outback epic ended. Two days later,

at Rockhampton, we felt as if our trip had ended, exactly
were Australia starts for 90 percent of Aussies. We lived
more adventures after that, like the off-road driving at Fraser
Island, a skydive on the beach south of Sydney and a climb of
the iconic Harbor Bridge, but we were missing the Outback
which represents the original Australia for us. From Brisbane
to Sydney, to Melbourne and back to Sydney, from where we
Fnally shipped our car to the USA, we felt like home thanks
to the hospitality of different fellow Greeks and Australians
as well. We put on some kilos thanks to greek moussaka, feta
cheese and Australian barbecue. Funniest part was when we
were asked where we were come from;

“We come from Greece”.

“You shipped your car here? Why didn’t you rent one here”?

“We are on a world tour — we crossed Iran, Pakistan, India,
SE Asia. We drove from Perth...”

“YOU CROSSED THE OUTBACK? How many kangaroos
did you hit? Did any crocodiles attack you? It is full of dingoes
there... Many people died there after they ran out of fuel... or
water... ”

Crazy Australians... The Outback is a far away country
more than any other for them. A place reached by few who
like to amplify its myth. The beauty is there, same as on
photoshopped pictures, but the dangers are hyped. The
Outback needs respect but you have nothing to fear there, its
always Australia, the most organized country in the world. By
the way, we never hit or nearly missed a kangaroo mates!
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Overlooking Simpson Desert from an iconic red
dune, near Birdsville.



