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recurring theme in it's probably fair to say most
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lake this 1997 130, for example hands. is only worthwhile for a handiul
It starved life as a vehicle built I of uses. Une of thes ol Course
Land Rover Special Viehicles bor overland expeditions, where s length
utility company Scottish Powes o1t as much of a handicap as itis in a
where its extra whet Ihase and |'.-.||||-; WLEPETT warket car park in Basingst kit
made it ideal for use in diffical Owerlanding was the exact reason that

rrain, When its working life wa Simon Maple boughe this 150

ver, it followed the usual route thes Simnon had been interested in Land
specialised Defenders take, from Rowvers for many vears, havig
COTporate (o priv e ownership via a pre sy owned an old 110 and a
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ype of owner. Lots of people want a
Defender for recreational purposes i Land Rover wasn't to become a realits
until a conversation over dinner le
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in a Land Rover, taking around a year
S0 when Simon found this 130 Crew
Cab for sale at [ FII:.'_i-.I-\-" Mustors ol
Wimborne in Dorset, it seemed wdeal.

I'he 130 wasn't prepared for
expeditions, so it had o be completely
overhauled to make it suitable for the
trip. Wwer the course of the following
maonths, the vehicle benefited from a
host of upgrades and accessaries,
many of which were fitted by Marcus
and Paul at Douglass Motors. The
previously replaced 300°Tdi engine was
treated o a igger intercooler and an
gir-conditioning pump so that Megan's
desire for air conditioning could be
fulfilled. The axles were rebuilt and
111Il_|i L1 |r'!| SIronger h |||-|l s |1|'h||'|.
III{'III:_" installed on new SUspensIon, and

a reconditioned gearbox was installed

after the original farled

The 300Tdi engine has i
beenfitted with a bigger =
ntercodler and an alr )

Ihen, with both function and style
in mind, the truck was rreated o a set
ol alterm |.~L{r \tl_'-;l 1\|||.'-;'|-\. W ﬂ|| HI
CGioodrich All Terrain LT285/75R 16
tvres including two spares, a steering
gruard and a Warn Powerplant winch
in a winch bumper, The Powerplant
acts as both a winch and supplies
compressed air for inflating tyres. The
spares are carried on a pair of opposing
swingaway wheel carriers.

Behind the Shadow sill protector
steps are a pair of addivional ranks

one for diesel and the other for
water — that were installed underneath.
The water tank supplies the water for
cooking and showering, while an
electric pump transfers the fuel from
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the auxiliary tank into the Defender's
regular fuel tank. The beauty of these
underfloor tanks is thar they keep the
centre of gravity low for stability on
and off surfaced roads. That said
some equipment has been fitted to the
rool on two separate rool rac ks {one on
the cab and the other on the load pod),
including the Overland Autohome
roof tent, a box for the \||'-.'p1|:;.: .I'"!:'
and some recovery equIpment
Chequerplate wing top and bonnet
protectors and a neat, cab-mounted
folding step aid access to the roof tent
which, of course, has its own access
ladder once it's been erected. The 130%
new accessories also include a snorkel,
SOTIE \iHl[II:\-_"Ihl'\-_ light !_:l.|.1r||-‘_ a bull
har and a wing-mounted shovel
Hl_'.n;llllg_' this list, vou could be

forgiven for thinking that rhis

Abaove top: a navel,
cab-mounted foldeg
step: below: a hiddm
safe to lock away
any valuables




Defender is just a ‘clothes horse” for
the best Land Bover accessores
manufacturers have o offer and that

Simon and Megan have just thrown

O h ok in an ‘all the pear L | kB Simon
i : B dide oo r": g . Thesnorkel wasoneol . = demonstrates
and no wdea’ fashion. However, thi the newest madifications 1 the shower unit

OppOsITe 15 [T Something that

nrowves this is the manner in which the Hannibal swning that is
rear load pod has been modified mounted on the roof rack,
Knowing that they would be living with sides that fasten in
ut of the Defender for at least pwelv when FeCuire d. The
months, the duo undertook no less fridee, a Webasto heater
than three practice trips » ithin and all the electromnic
Furope o ger used o the vehicle communication aids, are
During these trips to Marseille, the located behind the tinved
French Alps and Spain, the o -I'.!:Il-. glass inside the cah,
learned from their expernences and alongside the revro-hicted
deduced that the rear load area needed air-conditioning unit GPS equipment will be
! essential ance Simon
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I'hey divided it into three areas: a CUL open andd fitted with a
nearside kitchen, central storage unin wop-hung flap, Inside this are shelves I'he narrow width of this enclosure
indd offside wardrobe, The nearside ind a wardrohe hanging area that necessitated the purchase of children’s
Wi Cut open anid & top hinged flap means that the couple’s clothes and coat hanegers! The portion remaining
that novw ||!,|-.||--I-lr-.'.-..I| 1 kitchen shoes can be convenently stored between these two an '-|I.'-|-I'-.!I
was fitted. Within this space 15 a saved for storape of other ms and is

demountable shelf, Coleman Filled with stac King plastic boxes and
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il fuel cooker, folding

which once again helps to keep the

able and all the

plates, pans and centre of gravity low, The

utensils. During shower is fitted

=to the inside of

[T We ather,

this area can be the rear door, 2
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shrouded by the around which <=2

The Autohome
roof tent and
Hannibal awning
are lilly extended



Twin roof racks
offer considerable
carrying capacity

a shower curtain
'I1|t| |'||||-|' A
degree of privacy
Amaong the useful
knowledge picked

Uy o the praciic
Lrips was the fact

that the cover of

the roof tent was
|r|u||| o fraving

in regular use, so
Simon had reinforcing
in to ensu

msdifications to the Land Rover, his
casual manner belied the thought and

Above left: the sills
hide two auxiliary
tanks for water
and diesel: abave
right: the central
storage area

vehicle and the route, He mlked with a

quict confidence he roure they

hape to take. They may go from Nepal

into Tibet and China, for '.'L|I:1IL'|1I.'. Iwuat

it's costly o rravel through China and

you have to be e

to India by shippi

Iran, and there's a ferry from

Iran to Dubai if they need it and so on
Eventually they hope to board a
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Morthern Territory, Australia. Simon
said he'd been look IR TS g
shout overland trg
msunlimited.com d that
they Il use laprops y up with
friends and family. The couple were
planning t
photographs were taken on Dartmoot
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ani, by the time this feature appears
in LROY, they'll be well on their way i
everything goes according to plan

As | write this, Simon's blog reveals
by Land Rover is

ET AN EXACT SCIEnce

He savs: “With a little over a week @

go, things are getting a little frantic

that overlandin

Onststanding items
1) Carnet not vet received from RAC

11

2) Sull trying to source a water filter
for the drinking water nup;f"i
i) Rear brakes on the Land Rover
i fix as the v have just started
leaking - brilliant
4) Mo travel insurance
5) No car insurance
1) Still waiting to hear the price
of shipping the truck from
Iran to India
7} International driving licence
el sOrte
B} A number of Lonely Planct
guides still outstanding.
Hopefully Inesday of next
week, w
90 per cent of the «
Megan and T mig i
one another as, apparently, | should
have done most of these things
but that wouldn't be
sv. Last minute panic,

months
the Maple
that's the way 1 like it

You can keep up with Simon
and Megan's progress by visiting
trektooz.com
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